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JAS Impact

One of the main drivers of biodiversity loss
A key role in 60% of global plant and animal extinctions
Global annual costs of IAS 388 billion euro per year

Prevention most cost-effective tool following by quick eradication

INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES
AND THEIR CONTROL
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IAS In the EU Biodiversity Strategy

The EU Biodiversity Strategy
for 2030 A

BDS to 2020 Target 5: ‘Combat IAS’ — Action 16: ‘Establish a dedicated
legislative instrument on IAS’

— EU Regulation 1143/2014 on the prevention & management of the
introduction & spread of IAS

EUROPEAN
COMMISSION

IAS in Biodiversity Strategy to 2030

“The implementation of the EU IAS Regulation and other relevant and Bt 05200
international agreements must be stepped up”.

“This should aim to minimise, and where possible eliminate, the introduction of COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN

. . . . . . . PARLIAMENT, THE COUNCIL, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
alien species in the EU environment. The aim will be to manage established CONMITTEE AND THE COMNITTEE OF THE REGIONS
invasive alien species and decrease the number of Red List species they TV Bidiasty Sty fr 200

Bringing nature back into our lives

threaten by 50%”
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The IAS regulation: Basic elements

Objective (Art 1) - prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact
on biodiversity of the introduction and spread within the Union, both
intentional and unintentional, of IAS.

At the core of the Regulation: list of IAS of Union concern = species for
which concerted action at Union level is required

Based on criteria & risk assessment
Dynamic list, developed and updated with the assistance of

Scientific Forum (advice on scientific questions)

Committee (agreement of Member States)
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List following the 3" update in 2022

Arthurdendyus trianqulatus (New Zealand flatworm)

88 IAS of Union
concern

41 plants
47 animals

Updated regularly
(last update August
2022)

Invasive

Alien Species

of Union
Concern

Version 2020

General description

Meduur sized semi-aquatic rodent with dark reddish-brown
anc yeliow-brown fur, sometime with ighter encs (but
gt coloured and albino indwiduals are also known), with
distinctive bright orange-yellow frort teeth, ard a lorg
and heavy rat-like rounded tai (kept still when swimirg.
as the body s propelied by the feetl. Usually fourd in

- s, t
water bodes, ncuding ponds, drairage canals, rvers, lakes,
marshes, and swamgs.

Size
Total length head to tal up to 1 meter (tal: 30-45 cm),
Weight: 4-6 up to I hg.

The coypu
(Myocastor coypus)

Identification guide to support the surveillance
of invasive alien species of Union concem
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The New Zealand flatworm is a terestrial flatworm native to
New Zealand's temperate South Island, where it is commanly
assoclated with dsturbed habtats and southem beech
(Nothofagus) forests. It was first recorded in the EU in Ireland
in 1984, and is now well established in ireland and Bntain,
With genetic evidence suggesting it has been introduced on

mudtiple occasions.

The New Zealand flatworm appears to be well suited to the

mild, maritime climate of ireland and Britain. Therefore, the species could successfully establish in Atlantic coastal regions of
other EU Member States. Its unintentional introduction and spread is primanly facilitated by the movement of soil, for example,

with the omamental plant trade, agricultural produce, or with topsoil

The species 15 an aggressive predator of earthworms. This negatively impacts not only plant pet
of nutrient-cycling earthworms, but also has a significant impact on other native species which

birds and mammals.

Once established, New Zealand flatworm invasions become very difficult and expensive to con
are soil-dwelling organisms, mpasures directed against them could also negatively affect native
most effective way 10 stop it is by preventing its mtroduction in the first place. Since New Zealand
with soil in potted plants, EU-level action includes tighter controls over plant trade to avoid their
traders and farmers can also help in preventing the introduction and spread of this invasive
Inspecting pots or trays carefully (especially If they come from an area where findings of the
Farmers should also consider inspecting all silage and hay bales they bring onto thew fam. H
become widely spread, additional appropriate management measures have to be taken (eg oo
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ANIMALS

Scientific name
Acridotheres tristis
Alopochen aegyptiacus
Ameiurus melas
Arthurdendyus triangulates
Axis axis

Callosciurus erythraeus
Callosciurus finlaysonii
Channa argus

Corvus splendens
Eriocheir sinensis
Faxonius rusticus
Fundulus heteroclitus
Gambusia affinis
Gambusia holbrooki
Herpestes javanicus
Lampropeltis getula
Lepomis gibbosus
Limnoperna fortunei

Lithobates catesbeianus

English name

Common myna
Egyptian goose

Black bullhead

New Zealand flatworm
Chital

Pallas' squirrel
Finlayson's squirrel
Northern snakehead
Indian house crow
Chinese mittencrab
Rusty crayfish
Mummichog

Western mosquitofish
Eastern mosquitofish
Small Asian mongoose
Common kingsnake
Pumpkinseed

Golden mussel

American bullfrog
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Action triggered by the Union list

Prevention of new introductions or further spread

Restrictions on intentional activities (Art 7) such as imported into the Union
kept, bred, grown, sold, transported or released into the environment
Pathway management to tackle unintentional

introductions (Art 13)

Early detection and rapid eradication of new populations

Surveillance & official controls (Art 14 & 15)
Early detection and notification (Art 16)
Rapid eradication (Art 17)

Management of established IAS

Management measures for widely spread species (Art 19)
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Information support system & citizen science

European Alien Species Information Network: EASIN => species search and mapping http://easin.jrc.ec.europa.eu/

Online platform to facilitate access to info on IAS
JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE

European Alien Species Information Network - EASIN
Includes NOTSYS - notification system for MS to inform EC A —
on new observations of IAS of Union concern, and on rapid
eradication measures

-~ - ~

HOME ABOUT EASIN SERVICES - DOCUMENTATION -~ NOTSYS EDITORIAL BOARD CITIZEN SCIENCE

“IAS Europe” app for citizen science
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http://easin.jrc.ec.europa.eu/

Key lessons learned in the EU

* EU has a coherent framework for addressing IA. Surveillance and official control systems, Art. 7 restrictions
(e.g. trade bans), early detection and management are delivering benefits.

* Adynamic Union listis helpful, and there is a need to step up action on identifying priority pathways.
* Centralising information at EU level is useful, also to raise awareness.
* Particular challenge posed by species of economic significance.

* Lack of sufficient funding to address IAS and lack of administrative capacity remain significant challenges
in many EU Member States.

* Knowledge gaps remain, e.g. on costs and benefits of addressing IAS; on methods for IAS management,
etc.
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Upcoming developments

* Preparing the 4t update of the Union list

* Anew Horizon scan study for identifying new priority species to be listed

* A Horizon Europe call on monitoring and modelling including in marine environments
* Further work on the challenges of managing IAS in marine environments

* Enforcement
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For more information contact

ENV-IAS@ec.europa.eu

or VISIt:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/natu
re/invasivealien/index_en.htm
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