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• One of the main drivers of biodiversity loss

• A key role in 60% of global plant and animal extinctions

• Global annual costs of IAS 388 billion euro per year

• Prevention most cost-effective tool following by quick eradication 

IAS impact



• BDS to 2020 Target 5: ‘Combat IAS’ – Action 16: ‘Establish a dedicated

legislative instrument on IAS’

• → EU Regulation 1143/2014 on the prevention & management of the 

introduction & spread of IAS

• IAS  in Biodiversity Strategy to 2030

• “The implementation of the EU IAS Regulation and other relevant and 

international agreements must be stepped up”. 

• “This should aim to minimise, and where possible eliminate, the introduction of 

alien species in the EU environment. The aim will be to manage established 

invasive alien species and decrease the number of Red List species they 

threaten by 50%” 

IAS in the EU Biodiversity Strategy



• Objective (Art 1) - prevent, minimise and mitigate the adverse impact 
on biodiversity of the introduction and spread within the Union, both 
intentional and unintentional, of IAS.

• At the core of the Regulation: list of IAS of Union concern = species for 
which concerted action at Union level is required

• Based on criteria & risk assessment

• Dynamic list, developed and updated with the assistance of

• Scientific Forum (advice on scientific questions)

• Committee (agreement of Member States)

The IAS regulation: Basic elements



88 IAS of Union 

concern

41 plants

47 animals 

Updated regularly

(last update August 

2022)

List following the 3rd update in 2022



Action triggered by the Union list

• Prevention of new introductions or further spread

• Restrictions on intentional activities (Art 7) such as imported into the Union

kept, bred, grown, sold, transported or released into the environment

• Pathway management to tackle unintentional

• introductions (Art 13)

• Early detection and rapid eradication of new populations

• Surveillance & official controls (Art 14 & 15)

• Early detection and notification (Art 16)

• Rapid eradication (Art 17)

• Management of established IAS

• Management measures for widely spread species (Art 19)



Information support system & citizen science

• European Alien Species Information Network: EASIN => species search and mapping http://easin.jrc.ec.europa.eu/

• Online platform to facilitate access to info on IAS

• Includes NOTSYS – notification system for MS to inform EC 
on new observations of IAS of Union concern, and on rapid 
eradication measures

• “IAS Europe” app for citizen science

http://easin.jrc.ec.europa.eu/


Key lessons learned in the EU

• EU has a coherent framework for addressing IA. Surveillance and official control systems, Art. 7 restrictions 
(e.g. trade bans), early detection and management are delivering benefits. 

• A dynamic Union list is helpful, and there is a need to step up action on identifying priority pathways. 

• Centralising information at EU level is useful, also to raise awareness. 

• Particular challenge posed by species of economic significance. 

• Lack of sufficient funding to address IAS and lack of administrative capacity remain significant challenges 
in many EU Member States. 

• Knowledge gaps remain, e.g. on costs and benefits of addressing IAS; on methods for IAS management, 
etc. 



Upcoming developments

• Preparing the 4th update of the Union list

• A new Horizon scan study for identifying new priority species to be listed 

• A Horizon Europe call on monitoring and modelling including in marine environments

• Further work on the challenges of managing IAS in marine environments

• Enforcement



For more information contact

ENV-IAS@ec.europa.eu

or visit:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/natu

re/invasivealien/index_en.htm
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