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Agriculture), Beatrix Beres Szabone (Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture), Raquel Lopez Gonzales (Spanish
Ministry of Agriculture).

Secretariat: Cécile Fouquet (AAC Secretariat), Charlotte Musquar (AAC Secretariat), Héléne Hajek (AAC
Secretariat).
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MEETING MINUTES

Welcome words by the Chair

Andrea Fabris (Chair) welcomed the present participants.

1. Adoption of the agenda and approval of the Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting and the agenda were approved without modifications.

2. Fish Health

i. Ornamental Fish
o Presentation by Dr. Shane Willis (OFI President) on ornamental fish trade in the EU*
o Exchange of views with the Working Group members.

Andrea Fabris (Chair) and Pier Salvador (API) underlined the importance of informing the owners about
biosecurity rules.

1 Available on the AAC members’ Intranet.
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Paul Denekamp (Stichting Vissenbescherming) informed thatin The Netherlands many fishes needed
to be rescued by shelters.
Dr. Shane Willis (OFI President) informed that OFI was working on this as well as on the topics of fish

maintenance and good husbandry, to provide the best practical information to the Member States and
consumers. He agreed that the clear lack of knowledge on the consumers’ side is problematic.

The Focus Group will reflect onthe next steps of its activities based on the information received today
with this presentation.

ii. Update on Focus Group activities
o Update on the relaunch of work of FH expert, proposal of recommendation to MS, proposal of
letter to EC, launch of discussions on ornamental fish.

Andrea Fabris (Chair) updated the WG on the Fish Health Focus Group. A FG meeting took place on 8
January. The members discussed the actions to be taken to follow up on the Commission’s reply to their
recommendation onfish health. The Chairalso announced that he will reach outto a new external expert
to write arecommendation on fish health management (after the failure of last year).

The Chair’s analysis of the Commission’s reply will be shared on the AAC share drive for approval by
the Working Group members.

iii. Veterinary Medicine Products
o A/ Presentation by Dr. Dusan Palic (EMA)? on the progress of the Article 114-3 of Regulation
6/2019 work (substance list)

A Working Document was sent to EMA before the Christmas holidays listing the substances and
commercial forms of the most often used medicines for fish in the different UE countries. The Commission
wishes to approve this list by November 2024.

Dr. Dusan Palic (EMA) updated the members on the ongoingwork related to animal health done by EMA
for the European Commission. The Commission has mandated EMA to provide scientific advice on the
substancesthat may be considered forinclusioninthe listby 30 November2024. He explained in further
detail the latest developments on substances for use in aquaculture underthe cascade on Article114.30f
regulation 2019.3

o Exchange of views with the WG Members and next steps

EMA will contact the AAC when more inputs will be needed.

o B/ Update by Andrea Fabris (Chair) on the ongoing EC Consultation on Oral Administration of

2 Available onthe AAC members’ Intranet.
3 Article 114-3 of Regulation 6/2019: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019R0006
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VMPs

Andrea Fabris (Chair) briefly updated the group on the consultation on a draft document related to the
oral administration of VMPs.

The Chairexpressed that the document was positive as some of the AACrecommendations had been
considered by the Commission in the draft document.

3. Eels

o Update on Focus Group activities by Andrea Fabris (Chair)

Andrea Fabris (Chair) outlined that a Recommendation will be written focusing on the need for and
importance of restocking eels, of avoiding damage to eelsinrivers, and of banningillegaltrade of eels. The
Recommendation will have to be produced by October 2024.

The Chair encouraged members to join the FG group and provide further inputs. A draft
recommendation will be prepared.

4. Sturgeon

o Proposal of new work to be launched — Exclusion of aquaculture sturgeon from the CITES
objectives by Andrea Fabris (Chair)

Andrea Fabris (API) proposed to launch the work on a Recommendation aiming at the exclusion of
aquaculture sturgeon from the CITES list. He mentioned the administrative burden it constitutes for EU

sturgeon pI’OdUCE rs.

The Secretariat will circulate the list for members to join this new FG. If the FG was to be touching
trade matters, the MAC will have to be involved.

5. Fish welfare

i. EU Fish Welfare Reference Centre priorities

o Update from Phil Brooke (Compassion in World Farming)

Phil Brooke (Compassion in World Farming) informed that now that the Fish Welfare Reference Centre
consortium was officially nominated, a meeting will be organised soon with Prof Michalis Pavlidis to
discuss the priorities of the Centre.

ii.  Fish welfare during transport
o Presentation of the EC proposal by Mr. StanislavRalchev(DG SANTE) and Mr. Mitja Sedlbauer
(DG SANTE)*

4 Commission proposal for a Regulation on the protection of animals during transport with a focus on aquatic animals by Stanislav
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o Exchange of views with the Working Group members and next steps

The membersrequested furtherinformation on the proposal, such ashow to concretely implement the
provisions.

Javier Ojeda (FEAP) underlined the need for more consistency and detail in the provisions related to the
unloading and loading of aquatic species, as well as on the Annex | related to the measure of CO2 and
ammonia levels.

Mr. Stanislav Ralchev (DG SANTE) informed that the proposal will be translated in all official
languages by 15 February and a consultation will be open for feedback for 8 weeks after that.

iii. Good practices
o Presentation of a draft Recommendation by Phil Brooke (Vice-Chair, FG leader)

Phil Brooke (Vice-Chair, FG leader) presented the FG draft Recommendation on good practices.
Discussions focused on the wording around the second paragraph.

The Secretariat will share the link to the draft to the members via email for further comments.

6. Circularity of feed

o Update on FG activities by FG leader Ole Christensen (FEFAC)

Ole Christensen (FEFAC) informed that the FG will start working on a new recommendation in the
coming months.

7. Domestication

o Update on Focus Group activities by FG leader Ana Granados (EFFAB)
Ana Granados (EFFAB) updated the members on the FGactivities. She reported that the FG had identified
the need to seek more expertise and gain insights and knowledge on the topic. A Norwegian paper that
was published afew yearsago related to new speciesin aquaculture and domestication is currently being
translated.

8. AOB & Conclusions

Two AOB points were discussed:

RALCHEV & Mitja SEDLBAUER (DG SANTE) : https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Transport-proposal-with-
focus-on-aquatic-animals-AAC-30-Jan-2024.pdf
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e Cécile Fouquet (Secretariat) informed that a WG2 Focus Group was launched on the matter of
nurseries. The FG was discussing the writing of arecommendation focused on the state of play of
shellfish nurseriesin Europe and the current challenges. She mentioned that this FG was thinking
of the possibility of collaborating with WG1 FG (if needed) to tackle fish nurseries too. A call for
Focus Group members will be shared.

¢ Phil Brooke (Compassion in World Farming) informed about his work in WG2 about a draft
recommendation on Molluscan Welfare. He called for potential comments/input from WG1
members too. The Secretariat will circulate the file again.

Andrea Fabris (Chair) thanked the membersfor their participation and work done. He informed that the
next meeting of this Working Group will take place in Brussels on the 12/06/24 (afternoon).
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