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Context

“Strategic guidelines for a more sustainable and competitive EU aquaculture for 
the period 2021 to 2030” adopted by the European Commission in May 2021.

→ Key areas for further work = animal welfare.

→ Challenge to be addressed = lack of good practices on fish welfare, lack of fish 
welfare indicators.

→Actions = 
→support development of a code of good practices on fish welfare
→support development of fish welfare indicators 

❖ Document on Code of GP on fish welfare and fish welfare indicators.

→ “Aquaculture Assistance Mechanism” to assist in implementation of Strategic 
guidelines.
 



Objectives and key elements

➢Objective: to identify and promote non-species specific best practices for 

fish welfare and fish welfare indicators. 

➢Complementing EURCAW-Aqua’s work on species-specific good 

practices and indicators.

➢Complementing GHP document – focus on health and welfare issues

➢For aquaculture producers - practical and user-friendly.

➢TOPICS addressed: feeding, handling, water quality, stocking density, 

mortality removal, transport, slaughter, environmental enrichment.



2 factsheets
➢1 factsheet on general good practices

➢1 factsheet on general fish welfare indicators 



Updating the Code

Additional fish welfare good practices and fish welfare indicators 

will be included in the future

Updates via the EU aquaculture website.



Where can you find it ?

EU aquaculture website – Key documents



Thank you!
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