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MEETING MINUTES

1. Welcome words by the Chair and adoption of the agenda

Brian Thomsen (Chair) welcomed the participants and confirmed the quorum. The agenda was approved
without any changes.

2. Keynote speeches and Q&As

The Secretariat presented written remarks provided by MEP Carmen Crespo Diaz, Chair of the European
Parliament’s PECH Committee. MEP Crespo Diaz highlighted the need to strengthen the competitiveness and
growth of EU aquaculture. She also referred to the AAC's call for a Common Aquaculture Policy and stressed
aquaculture’s contribution to food security, strategic autonomy, employment and competitiveness. She called
the AAC to continue working on timely recommendations. The European Parliament also considers AAC's
recommendations for its work.

Dr Alkistis Chrysanthi Parpoura, Director General for Fisheries at the Hellenic Ministry of Rural Development

and Food, presented Greece's approach to supporting sustainable aquaculture®.
During the Q&A session, members discussed fish welfare and the development of mussel farming in Greece.

3. Approval of the Strategic Plan 2026-2027

The Secretariat presented the Strategic Plan (SP) for 2026-2027, which forms part of the documents submitted
to the European Commission in connection with the AAC’s annual funding. The Chair clarified that the

1 https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Dr-Parpouras-presentation.pdf
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commitments included in the SP do not prevent the AAC from developing additional recommendations on
other relevant issues during the year.

The SP for 2026-2027 was adopted without any change.

4. Approval of the budget for 2026-2027

The Secretariat provided an update on the implementation of the 2025-2026 budget, and then presented the
budget for 2026-2027, highlighting the AAC would use the available reserves and the expected 2025-2026
surplus to invest in further visibility and dissemination activities to promote the AAC's work.

The Treasurer noted that the proposed budget had been discussed by the ExCom and supported the additional
investment in the visibility of the AAC.

The budget for 2026-2027 was adopted without changes.

5. AAC membership candidates

Jesus del Saz presented the Observatorio de Bienestar Animal (Animal Welfare Observatory) and its activities?
on fish welfare.

No consensus was reached on this application, and a vote had to take place, with 16 votes in favour, 1 vote
against and g abstentions. After verification, the required quorum was met and abstentions are not
counteds3: the application was validated by the GA.

Tristan Macquet, co-founder and CEO of Le Paysan Marin, presented the organisation and its activities. The
application of Le Paysan Marin to join the AAC was validated by consensus.

The General Assembly members agreed with the categorisation of these two new AAC members in the
“Other Interests” stakeholders’ group.

6. AACExCom candidates

The General Assembly’s “Other Interests" stakeholders group members approved the nominations of Le
Paysan Marin and Animal Welfare Observatory as new members to the AAC Executive Committee as
representatives of the Other Interests Group.

7. Information on the calendar of meetings for 2026-2027

The calendar and format of meetings for 2026-2027 were presented by the Secretariat.

No comments were raised by members.

2 https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/AWOs-presentation.pdf
3 Article 3 of the AAC Rules of Procedure
4 https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Le-Paysan-Marins-presentation.pdf
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8. AACwork in 2025-2026 and Chair updates

The Secretariat presented the AAC work during the past year5, including the expected adoption of 18
recommendations, contributions to Commission consultations and cooperation with other Advisory Councils.
They also highlighted the AAC's first two webinars, its 10t anniversary event and continued exchanges with the
European Commission and Member States. Following feedback from Member States, the AAC will notably
develop concise policy briefs to support the dissemination of its main recommendations.

The Chair welcomed the European Parliament’s support for a Common Aquaculture Policy® and encouraged
members to continue promoting the proposal at EU and national level. He also updated members on the AAC’s
participation in the Water Resilience Stakeholder Platform as a member and the European Ocean Board as an
observer. The AAC will further discuss its priorities on water resilience and analyse the forthcoming Vision for
Fisheries and Aquaculture 2040 once published.

9. Any other business

There were no additional points discussed under AOB.

10. Date and place of the forthcoming General Assembly meeting

The Chair thanked the members to be more inclusive and the interpreters.

The next GA meeting will take place online on 23 February 2027 (morning).

5 https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Looking-back-2026.pdf

® European Parliament resolution of 17 September 2026 on “The role of social, economic and environmental standards
in safeguarding fair competition for all aquatic food products and improving food security”,
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2026-0314 EN.pdf
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