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The AAC members are aware that noroviruses represent a serious and widespread global public health threat
and that they are the main causal agent of viral human gastroenteritis.

The AAC agree that the viral risk assessment should be based on a sound scientific basis and is relevant when:
- it is based on the detection of infectious particles and not on the detection of RNA genomes (the genetic
material of norovirus), using the current ISO 15216 standard and
- it demonstrates the link between the prevalence and amount of viral infectious particles in the foodstuff
and the prevalence of gastroenteritis among consumers.

The AAC members think that the molecular approach (RT-qPCR) described in the ISO standard to detect the
RNA genomes of noroviruses currently requires standardisation, to be more detailed and better interpreted
(infectious vs. non-infectious, human vs. porcine GII variants, false negative vs. false positive results, addition
of validation methods, e.g. possibly sequencing PCR products etc.) for it to be more reliable.

A harmonised level of detection (LOD) and level of quantification (LOQ) should be set across laboratories,
with a well-established (direct or indirect) correlation between the amount of RNA genomes and that of
infectious particles, the latter being the only ones constituting a danger for human beings.

Considering the fact that conditioning the oysters was unexpectedly found to be associated with a lower
prevalence of the norovirus genome, the effects of the relaying, purification, conditioning and stocking
processes on the survival of infectious particles in the shellfish but also in the water and the environment, as
well as potential transfer pathways, should be investigated using norovirus or suitable surrogates.

The issue of the (direct or indirect) detection of infectious noroviruses rather than the corresponding RNA
genomes has been flagged by the producers for a couple of years. The AAC members believe that this is a
crucial research topic which should be supported and funded (through projects such as the French program
Oxyvir, currently supported by the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund).

The organisation of workshops gathering all the European stakeholders involved in the issue of norovirus in
shellfish (industry, academy, research, government and policymakers) to discuss possible solutions should be
promoted.
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