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Inclusion of indicators of economic sustainability in the STECF’s 

The EU aquaculture sector report 

Introduction 

The Farm to Fork Strategy foresees the development of a legislative framework for sustainable food 

systems aimed at facilitating and accelerating the transition towards a sustainable EU food system.1  

The Joint Research Centre’s Concepts for a sustainable EU food system report notes that a practical 

assessment framework is essential for any policy intended to achieve sustainability and that this calls 

for indicators of and corresponding thresholds for sustainability. The report further notes that clear 

targets for sustainability indicators are essential for monitoring progress towards sustainability.2 

The Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF)’s report on criteria for and 

indicators of sustainability for seafood products proposes environmental and social indicators of 

sustainability but notes that economic issues are comparatively less addressed.3 

Following the above-mentioned STECF report, the Market Advisory Council (MAC) provided advice 

on incorporating sustainability aspects into the marketing standards framework,4 which, considering 

economic criteria, called on the European Commission to assess:  

• the relevance of and appropriate criteria and data requirements for establishing economic 

criteria for fisheries and aquaculture; and 

• the potential negative trade-offs of using short-term economic criteria vs longer-term 

environmental and social criteria by considering the best available science on the matter.   

The Study on state-of-the-art scientific information on the impacts of aquaculture activities in Europe 

concludes that the scientific literature rarely addresses the economic impacts of aquaculture.5 

The biannual STECF economic report on the EU aquaculture sector includes five economic 

performance indicators (Gross Value Added (GVA), Return on Investment (ROI), Earnings before 

interest and taxes (EBIT), labour productivity and capital productivity) but does not discuss them in 

the context of economic sustainability.6 Thus, the report does not provide clear conclusions on the 

status of the sector’s economic sustainability. 

 

 
1 European Commission, ‘A Farm to Fork Strategy for a fair, healthy and environmentally-friendly food system’, 
COM(2020) 381 final: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-
01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF  . 
2 Joint Research Centre, Bock, A., Bontoux, L. and Rudkin, J.,Concepts for a sustainable EU food system, 2022: 
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC126575 
3 STECF, Criteria and indicators to incorporate sustainability aspects for seafood products in the marketing 
standards under the Common Market Organisation (STECF-20-05), 2021: https://ar 
chimer.ifremer.fr/doc/00694/80610/83857.pdf 
4 MAC, Incorporation of sustainability aspects in the marketing standards framework, 15 October 2021. 
https://marketac.eu/marketing-standards-sustainability/.  
5  European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment Executive Agency (European 
Commission) , MRAG , Wageningen Marine Research; Poelman, Marnix et al., , Study on state-of-the-art 
scientific information on the impacts of aquaculture activities in Europe, 2021. 
6 STECF, Economic report on the EU aquaculture (STECF 22-17), 2023: https://pu 
blications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132648. 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:ea0f9f73-9ab2-11ea-9d2d-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_1&format=PDF
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC126575
https://archimer.ifremer.fr/doc/00694/80610/83857.pdf
https://archimer.ifremer.fr/doc/00694/80610/83857.pdf
https://marketac.eu/marketing-standards-sustainability/
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail?p_p_id=publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_javax.portlet.action=author&facet.author=CINEA&language=en&facet.collection=EUPub
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail?p_p_id=publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_javax.portlet.action=author&facet.author=COM,ECFIN,TASKF,OIL,OIB,REPRES_NLD,EPSO,REPRES_LVA,JLS,ERC,MARKT,MARE,REGIO,REA,BEPA,PRESS,BDS,ELARG,PMO,REPRES_LIT,AGRI,REPRES_SPA_BCN,SPP,ECHO,EAPH,REPRES_GBR_LON,REPRES_EST,FPI,REPRES_SPA_MAD,CASSTM,CNECT,DIGIT,HOME,ENER,REPRES_HUN,IEEA,EASME,COMP,REPRES_CZE,REPRES_BGR,SCR,REPRES_MLT,REPRES_PRT,REPRES_CYP,REPRES_HRV,CLIMA,EAHC,REPRES_SWE,REPRES_SVN,DEL_ACC,INFSO,EACI,ETHI,DG18,DG15,DG10,CHAFEA,REPRES_DEU_MUC,REPRES_POL_WAW,ESTAT,DEVCO,DGT,EPSC,GROW,SANTE,NEAR,FISMA,JUST,COM_CAB,SCAD,REPRES_GBR,REPRES_POL,TASKF_A50_UK,REPRES_SPA,REPRES_FRA,REPRES_ITA,ACSHHPW,PC_BUDG,IAB,RSB,PC_CONJ,COM_COLL,ACSH,EVHAC,PC_MTE,REPRES_DEU,REPRES_SVK,JUSTI,REPRES_DEU_BON,SCIC,REPRES_FRA_PAR,SJ,SG,REPRES_POL_WRO,OLAF,REPRES_DEU_BER,CCSS,FSU,REPRES_IRL,HR,REPRES_LUX,REPRES_FIN,TAXUD,COMMU,SANCO,ENTR,AUDIT,IGS,REPRES_ITA_MIL,MOVE,BUDG,REPRES_ROU,RTD,IAS,BTL,TENTEA,BTB,CMT_EMPL,DG01B,DG01A,REPRES_BEL,REPRES_GBR_CDF,ENV,DG23,DG17,DG07,DG03,DG02,DG01,PUBL,REPRES_AUT,INEA,EMPL,EAC,TRADE,TREN,REPRES_ITA_ROM,RELEX,AIDCO,REPRES_GRC,EACEA,REPRES_GBR_BEL,REPRES_FRA_MRS,REPRES_GBR_EDI,REPRES_DAN,JRC,DEV,SRSS,STECF,DPO,SAM_ADV,UKTF,REFORM,DG22,DG14,DG11,DEFIS,IDEA,COM_PRES,ERCOU,INTPA,SC_OLAF,CINEA,EISMEA,HADEA,HERA&language=en&facet.collection=EUPub
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail?p_p_id=publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_javax.portlet.action=author&facet.author=COM,ECFIN,TASKF,OIL,OIB,REPRES_NLD,EPSO,REPRES_LVA,JLS,ERC,MARKT,MARE,REGIO,REA,BEPA,PRESS,BDS,ELARG,PMO,REPRES_LIT,AGRI,REPRES_SPA_BCN,SPP,ECHO,EAPH,REPRES_GBR_LON,REPRES_EST,FPI,REPRES_SPA_MAD,CASSTM,CNECT,DIGIT,HOME,ENER,REPRES_HUN,IEEA,EASME,COMP,REPRES_CZE,REPRES_BGR,SCR,REPRES_MLT,REPRES_PRT,REPRES_CYP,REPRES_HRV,CLIMA,EAHC,REPRES_SWE,REPRES_SVN,DEL_ACC,INFSO,EACI,ETHI,DG18,DG15,DG10,CHAFEA,REPRES_DEU_MUC,REPRES_POL_WAW,ESTAT,DEVCO,DGT,EPSC,GROW,SANTE,NEAR,FISMA,JUST,COM_CAB,SCAD,REPRES_GBR,REPRES_POL,TASKF_A50_UK,REPRES_SPA,REPRES_FRA,REPRES_ITA,ACSHHPW,PC_BUDG,IAB,RSB,PC_CONJ,COM_COLL,ACSH,EVHAC,PC_MTE,REPRES_DEU,REPRES_SVK,JUSTI,REPRES_DEU_BON,SCIC,REPRES_FRA_PAR,SJ,SG,REPRES_POL_WRO,OLAF,REPRES_DEU_BER,CCSS,FSU,REPRES_IRL,HR,REPRES_LUX,REPRES_FIN,TAXUD,COMMU,SANCO,ENTR,AUDIT,IGS,REPRES_ITA_MIL,MOVE,BUDG,REPRES_ROU,RTD,IAS,BTL,TENTEA,BTB,CMT_EMPL,DG01B,DG01A,REPRES_BEL,REPRES_GBR_CDF,ENV,DG23,DG17,DG07,DG03,DG02,DG01,PUBL,REPRES_AUT,INEA,EMPL,EAC,TRADE,TREN,REPRES_ITA_ROM,RELEX,AIDCO,REPRES_GRC,EACEA,REPRES_GBR_BEL,REPRES_FRA_MRS,REPRES_GBR_EDI,REPRES_DAN,JRC,DEV,SRSS,STECF,DPO,SAM_ADV,UKTF,REFORM,DG22,DG14,DG11,DEFIS,IDEA,COM_PRES,ERCOU,INTPA,SC_OLAF,CINEA,EISMEA,HADEA,HERA&language=en&facet.collection=EUPub
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail?p_p_id=publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_javax.portlet.action=author&facet.author=agent.MRAG&language=en&facet.collection=EUPub
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail?p_p_id=publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_javax.portlet.action=author&facet.author=agent.Wageningen%20Marine%20Research&language=en&facet.collection=EUPub
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail?p_p_id=publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&_publicationDetails_PublicationDetailsPortlet_javax.portlet.action=author&facet.author=agent.Poelman__+Marnix&language=en&facet.collection=EUPub
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132648
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132648
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Opinion  

The AAC and MAC agree with the Joint Research Centre that sustainability indicators with clear 

targets/thresholds are essential for monitoring progress towards sustainability.  

The AAC and MAC believe that the EU’s new multiannual plan for data collection7 will contribute to 

strengthening economic data coverage and quality,8 as data collection now includes freshwater 

aquaculture.   

The AAC and MAC believe that indicators of economic sustainability are imperative for establishing a 

practical assessment framework for the economic sustainability of aquaculture. 

The AAC and MAC believe that in the context of the potential EU sustainability label in the upcoming 

legislative proposal for a sustainable food system framework,9 the pillars of sustainability must be 

considered. 

 

Recommendations  

The Commission is advised to include in the next STECF terms of reference for the next economic 

reports on aquaculture a special chapter on economic sustainability. This chapter should propose 

indicators of economic sustainability and the corresponding thresholds/targets and should include 

examples of sustainability calculations. The indicators should be applicable at both the farm and 

sector levels. The AAC and MAC suggest ROI, EBIT, labour productivity and capital productivity as 

examples of valid and reliable indicators of economic sustainability.   

 

 
7European Commission Delegated Decision (EU) 2021/1167: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/ 
EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021D1167 
8 On previous occasions, the MAC provided advice on the improvement of data collection and the STECF 
economic reports—for example, MAC, Data collection by the Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for 
Fisheries (STECF), 2020: https://marketac.eu/data-collection-by-stecf/.   
9 For the MAC’s detailed view on the upcoming proposal for a sustainable food system framework, please see 
MAC, Sustainable food system – setting up an EU framework, 2022: https://marketac.eu/sustainable-food-
system-setting-up-an-eu-framework/ . 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021D1167
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021D1167
https://marketac.eu/data-collection-by-stecf/
https://marketac.eu/sustainable-food-system-setting-up-an-eu-framework/
https://marketac.eu/sustainable-food-system-setting-up-an-eu-framework/
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