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MEETING MINUTES

Welcome words by Chair Stéphane Angeri

Stéphane Angeri (Chair) welcomed the participants as well as the secretariat and interpreters.

1. Adoption of the agenda and minutes of the last meeting

The agenda was approved without any change. The minutes of the last meeting were approved by written
procedure.

2. Norovirus

e Presentation by Audrey Lainé (CNC) and Nicolas Boudaud (Actalia) on their project results
e Exchange of views with the Working Group members and decision on next steps

Audrey Lainé (CNC) gave a presentation on the review of the OXYVIR experimental observatory, which
monitored norovirus contamination in shellfish farming areas. The presentation prompted numerous
reactions from WG members, who highlighted the limited understanding of norovirus, particularly
regarding its causes, infection thresholds, and other key aspects. As a result, norovirus is currently not
regulated at the European level.

The FG leader Audrey Lainé (CNC) will decide on next steps regarding this topic.
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3. Financing tools to support good husbandry practices for shellfish farming

e Presentation by Jean Francois De Saedeleer on the financing opportunities from the European
Investment Bank in support of sustainable EU seaweed and bivalve sectors*

e Update on the FG activities by FG leader Thibault Pivetta (EMPA)

e Exchange of views with the Working Group members and decision on next steps

Many WG members reacted to the presentation on the financing possibilities from the EIB. The FG leader
will decide on next steps, including the presentation of a draft recommendation at the next focus
group meeting.

4. AAC WG2 Strategic Plan

e Presentation by the secretariat
e Approval of the Strategic Plan for 2025-2026

The secretariat presented the WG2 Strategic Plan for 2025-2026. The WG2 members approved it with the
following changes:
e Therecommendation on the challenges to the bivalve sector was removed from the Strategic Plan
e The specification of “animal welfare” in the recommendation on “Indicators on environmental,
economic and social performances of shellfish aquaculture, including animal welfare”

Audrey Lainé (CNC) explained that international food safety alerts such as those issued through the RASFF
(Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed) system issued by Member States can be detrimental to the sector,
particularly when they are of an informative nature. These alerts are triggered upon detection of norovirus
genome, without waiting for confirmation of whether the virus is infectious. As a result of such alerts, some
third countries implement reinforced controls and may even block consignments at customs, even though,
ultimately, no proven healthriskis identified. It was agreed that Audrey Lainé will draft a letter addressed
to the European Commission proposing ways to address this issue, which will be submitted for approval
and co-signature with the Market Advisory Council.

5. Shellfish health: worrying impact of climate change on EU mussel’s production level

e Presentation by Julien Normand (IFREMER)*

e Update on FG activities and presentation of a draft recommendation by FG leader Audrey Lainé
(CNCQ)

e Exchange of views with the Working Group members and decision on next steps

* https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/PRESEN1.pdf
https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Financing-opportunities-EU-seaweed-bivalves-FULL-
REPORT.pdf

2 https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Presentation-Julien-Normand Impact-du-changement-climatique-sur-la-
production-des-moules-en-Europe.pdf
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Many members reacted to the presentation of Julien Normand (IFREMER) on the impact of climate change
on EU mussel’s production level. FG leader Audrey Lainé (CNC) will send a revised draft
recommendation that will be discussed at the next FG meeting in July. She also welcomes any type of
information from various Member States, as she has for now only data from France and Italy.

6. Blue crab

e Presentation of a revised draft recommendation by FG leader Lorenzo Gennari (AMA)
e Exchange of views with the Working Group members and decision on next steps

FG leader Lorenzo Gennari (AMA) provided an update on the situation. It mentioned studies on some
potential blue crab predators and the first blue crab products released on the market. The recommendation
aims to highlight the lack of tools for managing emergency phases of similar crises and the need to review
EU protocols for the prevention and management of alien species, starting with the annual updating of the
relevant lists.

Paul Denekamp (Vissenbescherming) expressed the need to develop cages that effectively protect
bivalves against blue crabs.

The revised draft recommendation will be sent to FG for comments and approval.

7- Molluscan welfare

e Update on FG activities by the FG leader Paul Denekamp (Vissenbescherming)
e Exchange of views with the Working Group members and next steps

FG leader Paul Denekamp (Vissenbescherming) regretted the European Commission’s answer to the
AAC recommendation on molluscan welfare. Indeed, they explained that the centre of reference of animal
welfare has other priorities than molluscan welfare. The AAC should then continue its work asking for more
research and financing. As the FG members still need to find a consensus on several follow-up items, a
new FG meeting will be organised.

8. Commission’s report on the implementation of the Water Framework Directive

e Presentation by Benjamin Jeannot (DG Environment)?
e Exchange of views with the Working Group members and decision on next steps

Benjamin Jeannot (DG Environment) presented the European Commission’s report on the
implementation of the Water Framework Directive. As a next step, bilateral meetings between the
Commission and each Member State are planned for 2025 and 2026. The presentation generated strong
interest among WG2 members, and the file will continue to be monitored.

3 https://aac-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/PRESEN2.pdf
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9. AOB & conclusions

Stéphane Angeri (Chair) thanked the members for their participation and concluded the meeting.

The next meeting of this Working Group will take place in Brussels on 15 October (afternoon).
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