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Welcome words by the Chair Charlotte Epinay

The Chair welcomed the participants.

1. Approval of the agenda

The agenda was approved with the following changes:
e DG AGRIis not available for presenting the Vision for Agriculture and Food, then the WG3 will just
adopt the draft recommendation on the place of aquaculture in an EU Food Strategy.
Paul Denekamp (Vissenbescherming) wanted to address the EIFAAC Workshop on management advice
for reducing the impact of cormorant predation on fish and fisheries that took place on 3 June.
The minutes of the last meeting were adopted by written procedure.

2. DG MARE updates

o Presentation by Lorella de la Cruz Iglesias (DG MARE)
Lorella de la Cruz Iglesias (DG MARE) informed the WG regarding the following points:
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e Strateqgic Guidelines actions, Guidance Documents and Mid-term assessment

The mid-term assessment of the Strategic Guidelines will contribute to the evaluation of the CFP and to
the Vision of Fisheries and Aquaculture in 2040. The final report will be published in the autumn.

The European Commission (EC) is organising trainings and preparing online modules on climate change
adaptation. The EC will also prepare trainings for the energy transition and access to space for fresh water
and land-based aquaculture.

The EC has prepared a new version of the document on environmental performance that strikes a better
balance between positive impact and preventing negative impact. It will be shared soon with the AAC for
comments and published by the end of the year. There will also be another document promoting positive
impact of aquaculture.

The general code of good practice for fish welfare is being finalised. It has been reviewed by the European
Reference Centre for Animal Welfare and DG SANTE. The draft will be shared to the AAC for comments.

The aquaculture assistance mechanism has been working on three more factsheets within good husbandry
practices: on turbot, sole, meagre. These factsheets will be shared with the AAC for comments.

The EC is working on a roadmap on energy transition planned for first half of next year. The EC hopes to
get feedback on the roadmap by the end of the year.

e EMFF, EMFAF and CFP evaluations

Two staff working documents will be published by the EC this year on the ex-post evaluation of the EMFF
and the mid-term evaluation of the EMFAF.

In terms of the evaluation of the CFP, there has been a call for evidence in September 2024 and there also
have been calls for consultation that closed in April 2025. The EC is analysing the results of these
consultations. A summary report of these results will be published. The evaluation will feed in the Vision
for Fisheries and Aquaculture in 2040. The evaluation report will be published early 2026.

e Vision for Fisheries and Aquaculture in 2040

The work on this initiative will cover four main axes: demand, supply, labour force and tools. Results of the
CFP evaluation will also be incorporated. It will also be aligned with key Commission wide initiatives, such
as the competitiveness compass, the nature restoration law, the Multiannual Financial Framework and the
Communication on simplification.

e FEuropean Oceans Pact

The EC planned to adopt the Oceans Pact during the UN Ocean Conference. The EC would like to set a
single reference framework with all ocean-related policies, and policy actions during this Commission
mandate, including both marine and inland aquaculture.

e Upcoming technical studies

Regarding research and innovation, the EC launched a study on the assessment of environmental benefit
of aquaculture (to be published in September) and a study on feed for farm aquatic animals. Two other
studies will be launched: on the challenges faced by the bivalve mollusc farming in the EU and on the
circular economy approach to aquaculture. Under EMFAF, the EC has an ongoing study on scaling up EU
cultivation on shellfish and algae (CINEA).

e New research projects on regenerative aquaculture

The EC encouraged AAC members to consult the EU Aquaculture website as there are many information
on projects. Under Horizon Europe, there is an EU partnership on animal health and welfare, and actions
are planned for 2026 and 2027. Following the call on minimising climate change impact on aquaculture,
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two projects have started. The work programme 2025 of Horizon Europe includes several relevant projects,
such as diversifying on aquaculture products with emphasis on low-trophic aquaculture.

The work programme 2025-2027 of EURCAW will shortly be published. There’s also a study on animal
welfare indicators launched in March that aims to achieve a consensus with all stakeholders on the set of
animal welfare indicators and there's a selection of species for farm, transport and slaughter: sea bass, sea
bream and common carp. There will be consultations during the study.

o Exchange of views with the Working Group members and next steps
Many WG members reacted to the presentation of Lorella de la Cruz Iglesias. She took note of the
comments and encouraged the members to participate in the public consultations and submit any
document they might find relevant.

3. EU communication campaign uptake

o Presentation by Charlotte Gugenheim (DG MARE)

o Exchange of views with the members and decision on next steps
On 25 March, DG MARE launched the campaign “EU Aquaculture: We Work For You With Passion”. The
campaign, developed in collaboration with Member States and the Aquaculture Advisory Council, focuses
on raising awareness, understanding and support for the development of aquaculture in the EU.
Charlotte Gugenheim will be invited to the next WG meeting in October for providing an update on
the results of the campaign.

4. Presentation on the Vision for Agriculture and Food

o Presentation of a draft recommendation on the place of aquaculture in an EU Food Strategy by FG
leader Charlotte Epinay (Eurogroup for Animals)
o Exchange of views with the members and adoption of the recommendation

As the DG AGRI was not available for presenting the Vision for Agriculture and Food, the draft
recommendation on the place of aquaculture in an EU Food Strategy produced by FG leader Charlotte
Epinay (Eurogroup for Animals) was presented to the members and adopted. Given that the draft
recommendation covers “market” issues, the FG leader will decide on next steps including on the need
to coordinate with the MAC.

5. Commission’s evaluation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive

o Presentation by Javier Villar-Burke (DG ENVIRONMENT)

o Exchange of views with the members and decision on next steps
Many members reacted to this presentation.
The WG3 will closely follow the revision process and consider taking part in the public consultation if
any.
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6. Research for aquaculture

o Presentation of a draft recommendation on Research and Innovation Priorities, including
Dissemination, Communication and Exploitation by FG leader David Bassett (EATIP)

o Exchange of views with the members and decision on next steps
The FG leader David Bassett (EATIP) will consolidate the draft recommendation on the basis of the
comments and send it for comments and approval at the FG.

7. Mid-term evaluation of the new Strategic Guidelines

o Update on Focus Group activities by FG leader Brian Thomsen (Danish aquaculture)

o Exchange of views with the members and decision on next steps
The FG leader Brian Thomsen (Danish aquaculture) explained that a recommendation was sent to the
EC in May on the basis of the first draft DG MARE’s report on the mid-term assessment of the Strategic
Guidelines.

8. Use of satellite data for aquaculture

o Presentation of a draft recommendation by FG leader Lorenzo Gennari (AMA)

o Exchange of views with the members
The FG leader, Lorenzo Gennari (AMA), emphasized the objective to provide stakeholders with easy-
access data, integrated in multi-function and multi-user platforms, adopting a “bottom-up”
approach based on the real needs of the sector. He pointed out the need to carry on supporting
research to improve the reliability of collected data and the development of models that can
expand the range of the available services. Based on the feedback received, the FG leader will

consolidate the draft recommendation and circulate it for further comments and approval within the
FG.

9. Industrial contaminants

o Presentation of a draft recommendation by FG leaders Andrea Fabris (API), Marine Levadoux
(CIPA) and Thibault Pivetta (EMPA)
o Exchange of views with the members and decision on next steps
The FG leaders will consolidate the draft recommendation on the basis of the comments and send it for
comments and approval at the FG.

10. AAC WG3 Strategic Plan

o Presentation by the secretariat
o Approval of the Strategic Plan for 2025-2026

The Strategic Plan for WG3 was approved with the following change:
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e The recommendation “Recommended strategies for adaptation of the aquaculture sector to
climate change” was replaced with the “Recommendation on data collection related to
aquaculture”

11. The 2024 aquaculture economic report (STECF 24-14)

o Presentation by Rasmus Nielsen (Chair, Expert Working Group)
o Exchange of views by the members and decision on next steps
Many WG members reacted to the presentation.

The FG leader Brian Thomsen (Danish aquaculture) will decide on next steps.

12. Technical studies to be carried out by external rapporteurs for year 2025-2026

o Presentation by Charlotte Epinay (Chair)
o Exchange of views by the members and decision on next steps

The Chair explained the possibility to mandate an external rapporteur for a technical study and presented
the different technical studies proposed for next year and. The WG will decide at the next WG meeting
in October on the technical studies to be carried out by external rapporteurs.

13. Vision for the EU Fisheries and Aquaculture in 2040

o Presentation by Charlotte Epinay (Chair)
o Exchange of views by the members and decision on next steps

The EC has not yet provided a timeline for adoption, but consultations may begin in October during WG
meetings with DG MARE representatives.

Brian Thomsen (Danish aquaculture) suggested to ask to the ECif the FAO plans to do a preparation work
on aquaculture as input to this revision to ensure that it is based on solid basis.

The AAC will launch the work on the recommendation, and will create a FG, and the possibility of adopting
a joint recommendation with the MAC will be explored. Brian Thomsen (Danish aquaculture) has
expressed an interest in becoming the FG leader.

14. AOB and conclusions of the WG3 meeting

Catalin Platon (ROMFISH) will send the first EIFAAC draft on cormorants to the secretariat for circulation,
and the Chair will decide on the need to reopen the FG.

The Chair concluded the meeting. The next WG3 meeting will be held on 14-15 October in Brussels.
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